envelope-corr/eying belt, the relevant envelope is drawn in front of the push-in 
arrangement in the conveying direction of the envelope-conveying belt.— 


REMARKS 


The amendments to the specification as set forth above are intended to clarify 
and set apart the various sections of the subject application. 

The amendments to the claims as set forth above are intended to remove all 
multiple dependent claims from the subject application and to more particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject invention. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the specification and claims 1 
through 5, which illustrates all of the changes made to the specification and claims 
pursuant to 37 CFR §1.121. The attached page is captioned Version With 
Markings To Show Changes Made ". Deleted language is bracketed and added 
language is underlined. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies or credit 
any overpayments in connection with the filing of this correspondence to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0426. 
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Version With Markings To Show Changes Made 


IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

The paragraph heading has been inserted on page 1, line 5, as follows: 

Technical Field 

The paragraph heading has been inserted on page 1, line 7, as follows: 

Related Art 

The paragraph heading has been inserted on page 1, line 30, as follows: 

Summary of the Invention 
The paragraph heading has been inserted on page 2, before line 9, as follows: 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
The paragraph heading has been inserted on page 2, before line 27, as 
follows: 

Detailed Description 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

The paragraph heading has been inserted on page 12, before line 3, as 

follows: 

What is claimed is: 

1. (Amended) An [E]envelope-filling station having an envelope-filling bench 
[(5)] which is added onto a push-in station [(2)] of a mail-processing machine, in 
which enclosures or sets of enclosures are conveyed into the push-in station [(2)] by 
means of a conveyor [(1)] and are pushed into envelopes [(30)] by means of a push- 
in arrangement [(3)], said envelopes being conveyed by means of an envelope- 
conveying arrangement [(4)], on the envelope-filling bench [(5)], into a position 
opposite the push-in arrangement [(3)] and being opened there and held ready for 
receiving the enclosures or sets of enclosures and, once filled, being conveyed 
further, [characterized in that] wherein the envelope-conveying arrangement [(4)] 
contains a circulating envelope-conveying belt [(6)], of which the top strand is guided 
over the envelope-filling bench [(5)] and is oriented transversely to the push-in 
direction, in that a roller bar [(10)] equipped with spring-mounted rollers [(13)] can be 
lowered onto the top side of the top strand of the envelope-conveying belt [(6)], and 
raised from it, in a controlled manner, in that stop means [(24)] are arranged along 
the top strand of the envelope-conveying belt and can be brought into an active 
position directly above the level of the envelope-filling bench, and removed therefrom 
into an inactive position, in a controlled manner, such that envelopes [(30)] which 
have been conveyed up are brought to a standstill in a position opposite the push-in 
arrangement [(3)] with the stop means [(24)] active and with the roller bar [(10)] 
lowered, are filled with the roller bar [(10)] raised and are conveyed further with the 
stop means [(24)] inactive and the roller bar [(10)] lowered again, and in that at the 
beginning of the top strand of the envelope-conveying belt [(6)], by means of an 
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auxiliary conveying arrangement [(14)]. envelopes can be conveyed up separately 
against in particular adjustable stops [(23)] from a horizontal direction perpendicular 
to the running direction of the top strand of the envelope-conveying belt [(6)], such 
that subregions of the respective envelope which has run up against the further stops 
[(23)] extend into the gap between the raised roller bar [(10)] and the beginning of the 
top strand of the envelope-conveying belt [(6)] such that, when the roller bar [(10)] is 
lowered against the top strand of the circulating envelope-conveying belt [(6)], the 
relevant envelope is drawn in front of the push-in arrangement [(3)] in the conveying 
direction of said envelope-conveying belt. 

2. (Amended) An [E]envelope-filling station according to Claim 1, 
[characterized in that] wherein the operation of feeding the separated envelopes 
[(30)] out of an envelope-separating station from a horizontal direction perpendicular 
to the running direction of the top strand of the envelope-conveying belt [(6)] takes 
place by means of an auxiliary conveying belt [(17)] and abutment rollers or abutment 
belts interacting therewith. 

3. (Amended) An [E]envelope-filling station according to Claim 1- [or 2], 
[characterized in that] wherein the roller bar [(10)] has a beam-like carrier housing 
which is coupled to drive means [(1 1 )] for raising and lowering it and on which spring 
tongues [(32)] or pairs of leaf-spring elements are anchored [(33)], these retaining 
bearings [(34)] for supporting on both sides the journals of disc-like, comparatively 
large-diameter rollers [(13)]. 

4. (Amended) An [E]envelope-filling station according to Claim 3, 
[characterized in that] wherein at least one of the spring tongues or leaf-spring pairs 
bears, on spring sections [(35)] extending from the anchoring locations [(33)], starting 
from the bearings [(34)], suction-cup arrangements [(36, 37)] which are connected to 
a vacuum source via flexible vacuum lines and controllable valves and of which the 
suction-cup openings, with the roller bar [(10)] raised off from the top strand of the 
envelope-conveying belt [(6)], extend down at least to the level of the lowermost 
circumferential regions of the rollers [(13)], and with the roller bar [(10)] lowered onto 
the top strand of the envelope-conveying belt [(6)] and the rollers [(13)] loaded, with 
spring-tongue deformation or leaf-spring deformation taking place in the process, are 
raised by way of the spring sections [(35)], above the level of the lowermost 
circumferential regions of the rollers [(13)], the suction-cup arrangement [(36, 37)] 
serving for opening and keeping open the envelopes during the actuation of the 
push-in arrangement [(3)]. 

5. (Amended) An [E]envelope-filling station according to Claim 3 [or 4], 
[characterized in that] wherein the carrier housing of the roller bar [(10)] and the 
spring tongues or leaf-spring pairs are designed in one piece, in particular as a 
plastic injection moulding. 


A paragraph has been inserted after page 14 as follows: 

Abstract 

> P ^^■fiinnr , station ha v inn an Envelope-filling bench which is added 
»ntn a push-in stat =- « maiUnrocessinn machine, in which enclosures or sets of 

onHnsnres are con » ^ th « DUSn - jn station by 3 ^ ™* ™ 
onw»inn«s hv a puch-in arrangement. Th e e n velop es are conveyed hy an envelope- 

»vinn arranger ^ nn the envelope-filling bench, into a position opposite the 

p . lc h-in arranoeme n* ™h hpinn opened there and held ready for receivng the 
■^^ or S ets * ^ Once filled and conveyed further the envelope- 
mn^ yinn arrange ™^ ™"tains a circulating envelope-conveying belt , of which the 
tn p crand is nuide H n^r ttu. envelooe-filling bench and is oriented transversely to 
th» pnsh-in directs in that a roller b a r egu i pped with spring-mounted rollers can be 
■™,»r»rt onto the to p «iH« of the too strand of the envelope-conveying belt, and raised 
fcnm h m a control^ manner in that stops a r e ar ranged al ong the top strand of the 
O nw^ p.-r.onveving ^ an H ran he brought into an active position directly above the 
nf the envelo r °-«'"nn henoh and removed therefrom into an inactive pos.fon, in 
a mntrolled mann- cr.h that envelopes which have been conveyed up are brought 
m a standstill in a r^itinn opposite the push-in arrangement with the stops act.ve 
.nH with the roller ^ leered, are fil ed wi th the roller bar raised and are conveyed 
fMrther with the g *n p« inar.tive and t h e r o ll er bar lowered again and in that at the 
hQq i nninn of the to p ««™H nf the envelope-conveying belt, by an auxiliary conveying 


heg innino of th « to p strand of th« envelope-conveying mm, u Y n.. T ■■ ~ 

^n ^ment. enveh P ~ ™n conveyed »P *°P^'V "" ainst in particular 
.- ~ , Q horizontal direction neroendici .lar to the running direction of 


adjustable stops from a 


th« ,n P .trand of t»- ^Inne-convevin n be l t Th e subre g ions of the respective 
cm , c inn B which ha v * n.n ..n anainst the further stops extend into the gap between 
raided roller bar th» heninnina of the top strand of the envelope-conveyng 
ho .t «,,rh that, wh en «h» roller har is lo we r ed again st the top strand of the circulat.nq 
.nwHnne-conveving ^ the relevant envelope is drawn in front of the push-n 


arran 


g pmpnt in the co nve ying directio n nf the envelope-conveying belt. 
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